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WELCOME FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

CHRISTOPHER ELWELL
Welcome!  

It is so great to see you back at Waterfront 
Playhouse helping us celebrate our 85th anniversary. 
We have another amazing theater season planned 

for you... one of our biggest ever!  
I want to thank you for your support... we could not do this 

without our fabulous members and business partners.  
For 85 years, Waterfront Playhouse has been an important part 

of the Key west Arts community... here’s to another 85 years 
of professional theater and great memories!  

I want to give a special thank you to our Managing Artistic 
Director and my good friend Tom Thayer... he will be retiring after 
this 85th anniversary season. Thanks to Tom for taking the helm at 

Waterfront 6 years ago and for continuing to produce the highest quality 
theater Key West has to offer! We are so lucky we had him here with us... 

I wish him great waves and amazing sunsets in his new venture 
with husband John... you will both be greatly missed!  

Please also help me in thanking our very talented Technical 
Director Michael Boyer for his continued genius designing our 

beautiful sets... big thanks to his hard working crew as well... 
we could not look this good without your efforts.  

To our many volunteers, I thank you for your time and support 
throughout the season... you are so important to us! Big thanks to 

their leader and our House Manager Wendy Allen... you also 
help make us look ready to go every night!  

Lastly, thank you to our Actors, local and out of town, 
for gracing our stage... you are all so talented and we love 

that you are a part of Waterfront Playhouse!  
Now, sit back and enjoy another memorable night with us! 

We are so happy you are here! 

Christopher Elwell 
President



WELCOME FROM OUR MANAGING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

TOM THAYER
55 years ago I was introduced to the glorious 

wonderment of Theatre. It was a community 
theatre production of Oliver! Since that time, not 
a day has gone by that I haven’t been singing, 

dancing, acting, directing, musical directing, costuming, 
designing, running a box office, writing checks, balancing books 

or cleaning bathrooms. And I have loved it all. 
 

I was welcomed here at the Waterfront Playhouse in 2016 
as the Business/Box Office Manager. What an exciting year 
that was, meeting all of our board members and getting 

to know our patrons. You are all truly wonderful. 
 

With this, my last season in Key West, I have chosen 
productions I truly love. This is the 10th production of The Rocky 

Horror Show I have mounted. All very different and all wonderful! 
 

Who can resist Little Shop of Horrors and Singin’ In the Rain? 
They will always hold a special place in my heart as I played 

both Seymour and Don Lockwood almost 20 years ago. 
 

Murder on the Orient Express is a new Agatha Christie stage work 
adapted by Ken Ludwig and Neil Simon’s Lost in Yonkers has 

been on my to do list for years. Our new Associate Artistic Director, 
Patrick New, will have the pleasure of directing that gem!  

 
I cannot thank Michael Boyer enough for many seasons of 
beautiful sets! Many thanks to the numerous crew members 

who build sets and run shows – they would not happen without you. 
 

To our talented actors, singers, musicians and dancers, 
I say thank you. Chris Elwell – thank you especially! Thank you 

for your leadership, guidance and most of all for your loyal friendship.  
 

And most importantly to my partner John McDonald 
who, for the last 45 years, has made everything possible. 

 
Tom Thayer 

Managing Artistic Director
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WELCOME FROM OUR TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

MICHAEL BOYER
As we prepare to say goodbye to Tom Thayer 

and John McDonald, we are grateful for their many 
fine productions. Tom has challenged us with 

the most difficult, but exciting forthcoming season 
ever, if we survive it.   

 I am grateful to Kim Hanson, Lighting Designer for the first 3 productions 
of the season and his continued good work over seventeen years 
with the Waterfront Playhouse. Also many thanks to John Hodge for 

his expertise as Assistant Technical Director. Likewise, I am very 
appreciative of our crew, the best ever for their assistance backstage.    

Finally, many thanks to the Waterfront Board of Directors. The theatre 
needs additional space.  Wouldn’t it be great if we were able to rent the city 
owned building next door, which has been empty for over a year.  It would 

be the perfect acquisition  for a rehearsal and black box performance 
space, a new box office facing the entrance to Mallory Square,  and 

workshops. Can you assist us by encouraging the rental of this  space?  
Most of all, a round of applause to you, our appreciative audience!  

 
Michael Boyer 

Technical Director
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WATERFRONT PLAYHOUSE is Proud to be Supported by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

And special thanks to THE CITY OF KEY WEST for their decades of support!

Dogwood Charitable Foundation 
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There’s a seat here with YOUR Name on it! 
  

Celebrate the Waterfront's Big 85th SEASON with YOUR OWN SEAT 
in the theater... for $500, you can become a part of the theater’s 

permanent legacy with an engraved brass plaque affixed to a seat 
in the theater. 

Purchase at WaterfrontPlayhouse.org or contact Tom Thayer 
for information: Thayer.Tom@yahoo.com All contributions 

are fully tax-deductible. THANK YOU! 
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SPECIAL REWARDS FOR 

OUR HOUSING HEROES 
 

Many of the actors, musicians, designers and 
directors who work on the amazing Waterfront 
Playhouse productions come from out-of-town. 

We need your help to provide housing for these talented people. 
 

Benefits of being a “HOUSING HERO” include: 
 

• Recognition in our Playbill 
• Free tickets to Waterfront Playhouse productions 

• Dining discounts at many local restaurants 
• Member prices on tickets and our Annual Gala 

...and much, much more 
 

For more information, call Tom Thayer at (305) 294-5105 
or go to WaterfrontPlayhouse.org/Housing-Heroes. 

 
Thank you!
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Thanks  to  Our Season Sponsors: 
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THE HISTORY OF 

THE KEY WEST 
PLAYERS 

 
The story of the Waterfront 
Playhouse begins in 1939 

when the original producing 
organization, the Key West 
Players, banded together. 

Including both locals and Navy personnel, The Players began 
putting on theatrical productions in whatever space they could 

find, including the U.S.S. Gilmore which was stationed in 
Key West right after WW II. 

 
In 1960, with the help of Key West Player Tennessee Williams, 

The Players eventually found a permanent home at The 
Waterfront Playhouse, a crumbling ice warehouse that had 

been built in the 1880's and was situated in historic Mallory Square. 
The warehouse was totally renovated and transformed into 
The Waterfront Playhouse (the term by which The Key West 

Players is most widely known today).  
 

In the years since, major improvements have been supported 
by the generosity of many donors and the Monroe County Tourist 

Development Council. In the past few years, we have made several 
major technical and structural upgrades, including new dressing 

rooms, new HVAC system, new lighting, new sound, new electrical 
systems, a state-of-the-art assisted listening system, a new roof, a new 

lobby and a new stage. Further improvements are on the way. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support! 

 FOLLOW THE 

Waterfront Playhouse on Social Media! 



ADVER T ISER  D IRECTORY  

AH Monroe                                                       31 

Anne McKee Artists Fund                              46 

AQUA D’KEYS                                                     3 

Aquaplex / Sidebar                                        25 

Assortment Inc.                                                19 

Bagatelle Fine Dining                                        2 

Barack Pensions / Jerilyn Barack                  23 
Beach Club Brokers / Paul Hayes                     35 

Berkshire Hathaway / Knight & Gardner    26 

Blue Heaven / Saluté                                      41 

Bob Frechette / Keller Williams KW Compass Realty  23 

Bobby Shop The Salon                                     6 

Books and Books                                             14 

Century 21 All Keys                                          41 

Christopher Peterson / EYECONS                 13 

Coldwell Banker Schmitt Real Estate 
Inside Back 

DESTINATION Florida                                          9 

El Meson de Pepe                                           38 

EXIT Realty Paradise / Susie Mack                43 

Fausto's Food Palace                                     19 

First Flight                                                            24 

First State Bank / KeysBank.com                  14 

Florida Keys Council of The Arts                    33 

Four Star Rentals & Party Store                      34 

FRINGE Theater Key West                              45 

Green Pineapple Cafe/Boutique                48 

Hands On                                                          33 

Hear4U Audiology / Dr. Michelle                  15 

Historic Hideaways                        Back Cover 
Hot Tin Roof / Ocean Key Resort                  42 

Impromptu Concerts                                      45 

Island House Resort                                         39 

Jane Gardner Interiors                                   29 

JT Thompson/Design Group KW                  11 

Key West Art & Historical Society                  16 

Key TV                                                                   40 

Key West Business Guild                                    46 

Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory  29 

KW Institute for Plastic Surgery / Dr. Loessin    49 
Key West Luxury Finders                                  28 
Key West Optical                                             36 
Key West Playbills                                             44 
KW Real.com / Beach Club Brokers            35 
KW Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden     21 
Key West Urgent Care / Family Doctor       17 
Key West Woman’s Club                               20 
Keys Wealth Management                           39 
Last Key Realty                                                 10 
LaTeDa / King Christopher Rounds              37 
Marathon Community Theatre                    44 
Marc Ulanowski / Sotheby’s                          47 
Marriott Key West Beachside                        20 
Michele Grahl, Keller Williams KW Compass Realty  33 
Metropolitan Community Church               50 
Neptune Designs Floral Design                     19 
Nine One Five Lounge & Bar                        32 
Petals & Vines                                                   30 
Poco Pelo Chic Salon / Les Steele               30 
Porter-Allen Insurance                                      7 
Preferred Properties / Laurie McChesney  38 
Raymond James / Tom Nitti                          42 
Realty ONE GroupDestination                      49 
Red Barn Theatre                                            46 
Rent KW Vacations / Paul Hayes                      35 
Royal Furniture & Design / Christopher Elwell 27 
Saltwater Real Estate                                      14 
Samuel J. Kaufman Law, PA.                        12 
South Florida Symphony                                46 
Strunk Ace Hardware                                     41 
Tennessee Williams Theatre                           45 
The Gardens Hotel / Queen Kate Miano   17 
The Studios of Key West                                  44 
Dr. Troxel / Restorative & Esthetic Dentistry 
                                                   Inside Front 
Truman & Co. Real Estate                              36 

We’ve Got The Keys                                         8 

Wodu Media                                                    22 

Wonderdog Studios / Marky Pierson           18 

Zabar’s Coffee                                                   1

52                                                                                                       Waterfront Playhouse

THANK YOU to all our loyal Advertisers... 
we hope you support their businesses too!






