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WELCOME FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

CHRISTOPHER ELWELL
Welcome!  

It is so great to see you back at Waterfront 
Playhouse for another fabulous season… our 86th! 

We are so proud of our upcoming season… 
great productions, amazing sets and actors!  
I want to thank you for your support... we could not do this 

without our generous members and business partners! 
You help us make it happen year after year.  

For 86 years, Waterfront Playhouse has been a very important part 
of our Key West arts community… oh, the memories we have shared! 

Here’s to being together and enjoying our 2024-2025 season.  
I want to welcome our new Producing Artistic Director, Patrick New!  

We are so excited to work with him… he has great plans 
for our playhouse. We are very lucky for his expertise and 

his love of the island we all call home!  
Please also help me in thanking our very talented Technical 

Director and Set Designer, Michael Boyer! Michael is a vital part 
of our Waterfront team…his creativity amazes us season after season!  

To our many volunteers, thank you for your time and support 
of the playhouse throughout the season… you are so important 

to the success of the theater! Big thanks to their fearless 
leader, Wendy Allen our House Manager… it’s so great 

to have you back for another year.  
Lastly, thank you to our Actors, local and from out of town 

for gracing our stage… you are all so talented and we love you 
being part of the Waterfront Playhouse family!  

We are all back together! Sit back and please enjoy 
another special night at our beautiful theater! We are so happy 

you are here creating great memories once again! 

Christopher Elwell 
President
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WELCOME FROM OUR TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

MICHAEL BOYER
Welcome to the Waterfront Playhouse! 

  
Here we are at the start of another fantastic 
theater season. This is my 24th year designing 
and building sets for the Waterfront! Thank you 

for your continued support and acclamations.  
  

We welcome Tom Thayer back this year to direct 
The Rocky Horror Show; we are excited to have him back 

even if it’s only for a short time.  
  

We are very much looking forward to our first year 
with our new Producing Artistic Director, Patrick New! 
He has a fabulous season ahead for us to enjoy… 

it is going to be one of our best seasons ever. 
My crew and I are looking forward to the challenges 

of the upcoming productions… great set design 
is already underway!  

  
Speaking of my crew, big thanks to all of them. 

Big thanks to Kim Hanson, our Master Lighting Designer. 
He and I have worked together for over 35 years! 

Thank you to Kris Hodge as well, for his expertise this season. 
We are so thrilled to have Eleanora Hinds join us full time… 

for 24 years she has helped us each season. We love  
that she will be able to help us all during our 2024-2025 season! 

  
Also thanks to my base group of construction workers… 

Ryan Shorter, Patrick Cline & Mathias Maloff. 
We are please to be working with several Key West 
High School volunteers this year also… Go Conchs! 

  
Enjoy the shows!! 

 
Michael Boyer, Technical Director
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WELCOME FROM OUR PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

PATRICK NEW
At the Waterfront Playhouse, we passionately believe 

in the enduring and transformative power of live theatre. 
In a world where so much of our communication is digital 
and distant, theatre remains one of the few places where 

people can come together to share in an experience; 
eye-to-eye, face-to-face, and heart-to-heart. It is an essential form of storytell-
ing that invites empathy and understanding, and we feel deeply committed 

to fostering that sense of connection through the plays we present.  
When curating this, my first season as Artistic Director, I wanted to 

honor our vibrant Key West community while also ensuring that its many 
voices are heard. Key West is a tapestry of diverse perspectives, and it 
was important to me that this season reflects that richness in its themes 
and characters. Our season at the Waterfront Playhouse is designed 
to speak to our community’s individuality, inclusivity, and kindness.  

Of course, it takes a large team to make this all happen. I would like 
to extend my heartfelt thanks to Chris Elwell and the Board of Directors 

for their warm welcome and unwavering support. Special thanks to 
Michael Boyer, our talented resident set designer, whose creativity 

continues to elevate our productions. I am also deeply grateful to the 
dedicated staff and volunteers who work tirelessly behind the scenes 

to make every show possible. Lastly, I want to thank the wonderful 
Key West community for their continued enthusiasm and support, 

which makes the Waterfront Playhouse such a special place.   
Our commitment to inclusivity and professionalism drives everything 
we do. We proudly feature incredibly talented local actors, designers, 
and technicians while welcoming accomplished artists from around 
the country. It’s this blend of local talent and nationally recognized 

professionals that creates a truly unique theatre experience.  
At its core, the Waterfront Playhouse is dedicated to professional-quality 
theatre, driven by a sense of community and collaboration. We aim to 

    present stories that entertain, challenge, and 
ultimately, bring people together in a spirit 

of connection and shared experience.   
We can’t wait to share this season with you!  

Patrick New Producing  Artistic Director
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 DINING SPECIALS for ALL Waterfront Playhouse Members! 
  Your Waterfront Playhouse membership card entitles you to a 
     SPECIAL 20% DISCOUNT* off all meals at these restaurants: 

  
BAGATELLE • FIRST FLIGHT BREWERY 
NINE ONE FIVE TAPAS • CAROLINE’S 

WATERFRONT BREWERY • JACK FLATS 
FOGARTY’S • CONCH REPUBLIC SEAFOOD CO. 

EL MESON DE PEPE • GRAND CAFÉ 
MARYELLEN’S • THE ROOST • OCEAN GRILL 

SALTY FROG • VIVA ARGENTINA 
BISTRO 245 • HOT TIN ROOF  
SOUTHERNMOST BEACH CAFÉ 

EL SIBONEY (Stock Island) 
SUN SUN (Casa Marina Resort) 

For membership details, ask the Box Office... or visit WaterfrontPlayhouse.org

BACK BY 
POPULAR 

DEMAND!

*Valid thru 9/30/25. Discount limited to a party of 4 per card and may be limited to food only. Not applicable with any other offers 
or on holidays/special events. Please check with the restaurant for details. Present membership card to wait staff upon ordering.

Remembering 
the Smash Hit 
“Little Shop 
of Horrors”  

In 2023...
Photography by Larry Blackburn
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Thanks  to  Our Season Sponsors: 
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We are proud to support 
WATERFRONT PLAYHOUSE’s 

amazing lineup of productions!     
    
I hope to see you there! 

We’re going to have a Sunny 
& Beautiful “Winter” Season!

a hair 
salon for 
women 
+ men

at southernmost nail spa • 3229 flagler • 305-731-6557

Les 
Steele
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KEY WEST 
OPTICAL 

Eye Exams & The Most Fabulous 
& Stylish New Frames, featuring: 

VonGoisern and Cocosong!
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KeyWestOptical.com 
1444 Kennedy Drive 

305-294-9711 
Most Insurance Accepted 
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WATERFRONT PLAYHOUSE is Proud to be Supported by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

And special thanks to THE CITY OF KEY WEST for their decades of support!

Dogwood Charitable Foundation 
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There’s a seat here 
with YOUR Name on it! 

 

 

Celebrate the Waterfront's Big 86th SEASON 
with YOUR OWN SEAT in the theater... for $500, 

you can become a part of the theater’s 
permanent legacy with an engraved silver 

plaque affixed to a seat in the theater. 

Please contact Patrick New at 305-294-5015 or 
BusinessManager@WaterfrontPlayhouse.org. 

All contributions are fully tax-deductible. 
THANK YOU! 

mailto:BusinessManager@WaterfrontPlayhouse.org
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THE HISTORY OF 

THE KEY WEST 
PLAYERS 

 
The story of the Waterfront 
Playhouse begins in 1939 

when the original producing 
organization, the Key West 
Players, banded together. 

Including both locals and Navy personnel, The Players began 
putting on theatrical productions in whatever space they could 

find, including the U.S.S. Gilmore which was stationed in 
Key West right after WW II. 

 
In 1960, with the help of Key West Player Tennessee Williams, 

The Players eventually found a permanent home at The 
Waterfront Playhouse, a crumbling ice warehouse that had 

been built in the 1880's and was situated in historic Mallory Square. 
The warehouse was totally renovated and transformed into 
The Waterfront Playhouse (the term by which The Key West 

Players is most widely known today).  
 

In the years since, major improvements have been supported 
by the generosity of many donors and the Monroe County Tourist 

Development Council. In the past few years, we have made several 
major technical and structural upgrades, including new dressing 

rooms, new HVAC system, new lighting, new sound, new electrical 
systems, a state-of-the-art assisted listening system, a new roof, a new 

lobby and a new stage. Further improvements are on the way. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support! 

 FOLLOW THE 

Waterfront Playhouse on Social Media! 
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OUR SINCERE THANKS to the 

DOGWOOD FOUNDATION 

for their continued support of 

WATERFRONT PLAYHOUSE!
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KEY WEST PLAYERS, INC. 2024-25 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF 

 
President: Christopher Elwell  

Past President: Bob Frechette 
VP of Development: Stuart Kaufman 
VP of Marketing: Timothy Maloney 
VP of Governance: Mike Benner 

 Secretary: Stephanie Wise 
Treasurer: Frank Menditch  

 
Voting Board Members 
Lynda Frechette  •  Kate Miano 

Brandon Jones  •  Joe Trippi  •  Danielle Martin 
Kate Regan  •  Ryan Runstadler 

 

Honorary Lifetime Member 
George Gugleotti 

  
Production Team 

Producing Artistic Director: Patrick New  
Technical Director: Michael Boyer 

House Manager: Wendy Allen 
Playbill Design: JT Thompson 

Advertising Sales: Roberta DePiero, 
Peter Arnow & Diane May 

Accounting: Lena Scott
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INTERESTED IN JOINING US? 

 

If you are interested in theater 
and supporting the Arts in Key West, we have plenty of opportunities. 

 
Apply for Board Membership by calling Patrick New at 305-294-5015. 

 
Become an Usher by calling Wendy Allen at 305-849-2498. 

 
Help Build Sets by calling Michael Boyer – 305-395-8338. 

 
Become a Member by calling Patrick New at 305-294-5015. 

 
Make a Donation (of goods, services or money) 

by calling Patrick New at 305-294-5015. 
 

Please check WaterfrontPlayhouse.org for more 
information about how you can get involved with 

“The Best Professional Theater in Florida.” 
 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) OR OUT OF STATE  850-410-3800. REGISTRATION DOES NOT 

IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 

Priscilla
Queen
of the

Desert

Remembering 
the MAGIC of 

Priscilla Queen  
of the Desert 
in 2023...

Photography by Larry Blackburn
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ADVER T ISER  D IRECTORY  

AH Monroe                                                       32 

Anne McKee Artists Fund                              45 

AQUA D’KEYS                                                  41 

Aquaplex / Aquanettes / Sidebar               42 

Assortment Inc.                                                35 

Bagatelle Fine Dining                                      27 

Bahama Village Food Pantry                         9 

Barack Pensions / Jerilyn Barack                  35 
Beach Club Brokers / RentKW                           20 

Berkshire Hathaway / Knight & Gardner      3 

Blue Heaven / Saluté                                      16 

Bobby Shop The Salon                                   51 

Books & Books                                                    8 

Brenda Donnelly Real Estate                        19 

Century 21 All Keys                                            5 

Classic Harbor Line                                            6 

Royal Furniture & Design /  Elwell Family          
Inside Back 

DESTINATION Florida Keys & Key West         33 
Duetto Pizza                                                      48 
El Meson de Pepe                                           25 
EXIT Realty Paradise / Susie Mack                16 
Fausto's Food Palace                                     10 
First State Bank / KeysBank.com                  29 
Florida Keys Council of The Arts                    37 
Four Star Rentals & Party Store                      17 
FRINGE Theater Key West                              44 
Green Pineapple Cafe/Boutique                13 
Hands On                                                          16 
Hear4U Audiology / Dr. Michelle                  18 
Historic Hideaways                        Back Cover 
Hot Tin Roof / Ocean Key Resort                  21 
Impromptu Concerts                                      44 
Island House Resort                                         24 
Jane Gardner Interiors                                   40 
JT Thompson / One Human Family                5 
Key West Art & Historical Society                  47 
Key TV                                                                     3 
Key West Business Guild                                    44 

Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory  41 

Key West Luxury Finders                                    7 
Key West Optical                                             31 
Key West Playbills                                             38 
KW Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden     23 
Key West Urgent Care / Family Doctor       37 
Key West Woman’s Club                               40 
Keys Smiles / Dr. Christopher Forsee, DMD 
                                                   Inside Front 
Keys Wealth Management / Todd German      24 
Last Key Realty                                                 49 
LaTeDa / King Christopher Rounds              22 
Little White House Subs                                   33 
Marathon Community Theatre                    44 
Marc Ulanowski / Sotheby’s                          12 
Michele Grahl / Keller Williams                     38
Neptune Designs                                               5 
Nine One Five Lounge & Bar                        25 
Penley Produce Vacation Homes                 6 
Poco Pelo Chic Salon / Les Steele               30 
Porter-Allen Insurance                                    29 
Preferred Properties / Laurie McChesney  12 
Q Printing / Neil Chamberlain                       30 
Raymond James / Tom Nitti                          13 
Red Barn Theatre                                            45 
Saltwater Real Estate                                      10 
Samuel J. Kaufman Law, PA.                        28 
Shade Ceramics & Shutter Photography    2 
South Florida Symphony                                46 
Southernmost Smiles                                       11 
Stephanie Wise & Sandra Swan                   14 
Strunk Ace Hardware                                     21 
Tavern ‘N Town Restaurant                      31 
Tennessee Williams Museum                      2 
The Gardens Hotel / Queen Kate Miano   38 
The Roost Cocktail Bar                                   46 
The Studios of Key West                                  45 
Truman & Co. Real Estate                              34 
We Cycle                                                 10 & 46 
We’ve Got The Keys                                       35 
Wodu Media                                                    36 
Wonderdog Studios / Marky Pierson           43 
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THANK YOU to all our loyal Advertisers... 
we hope you support their businesses too!






